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neither Paleologue nor Poincare mention this in their ac-
counts. When Szapary, the Austrian Ambassador, came
forward in his turn, Poincare seized the occasion to try to
draw him out as to Berchtold's intentions, and to warn him
almost threateningly against Austria's holding Serbia re-
sponsible for Sarajevo:
After some words of condolence over the assassination
of the Archduke Franz Ferdinand, the President asked
Szapary:
"Have you any news from Serbia?"
'The judicial investigation is advancing," replied
Szapary coldly. Poincare went on:
"The results of this Investigation do not fail to disturb
me, Mr. Ambassador; for I remember two former investiga-
tions which did not improve your relations with Serbia,
You remember the Friedjung Affair and the Prochaska
Affair?"
Szapary replied drily: "We cannot tolerate, Mr. Presi-
dent, that a foreign Government shall allow murderous
attacks to be prepared on its soil against our sovereignty."
Poincare tried in a most conciliatory tone to show him
that, in the present state of feeling in Europe, all Govern-
ments ought to be doubly prudent. "With a little good-will,
this Serbian affair is easy to settle. But it is easy also for
it to become envenomed. Serbia has very warm friends in
the Russian people. And Russia has an Ally, France.
What complications are to be feared here!"20
This description by Paleologue of Poincare's conversa-
tion with the .Austrian Ambassador is confirmed in its
essentials by Szapary himself, who concluded his long report
of it with the shrewd observation:
This action of the President, tactless, considering that it
came from the head of a foreign state, who was here on a
visit, sounding like a threat and so strikingly different from
Buchanan to Grey, July 22; B.D., 76. On the significance of this, see
below nh. viii, at notes 27-37.                 20 Paleologue, L 9 i